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Our Master Plan

• Guiding document for growth 

• State of NH recommends 10 year 
updates  

• Last Master Plan June 2012 
Natural Resources update in 2014
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Respondent Background - Residence Type



Respondent Background - Length Here



Respondent Background - Ownership



Respondent Background - Age



Respondent Background - Household Size



Respondent Background - Work Commute



General Satisfaction & Interest



General Satisfaction & Interest



General Satisfaction & Interest



Future Growth - Zoning

“Strongly value Center Harbor’s small-town character and oppose large-scale business growth - Keep it small”
Comments



Future Growth - Types



11. Which types of housing you would like to see increase? (200 Responses)
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Smaller "Starter" Homes Single-Family houses Housing designed for the elderly
None of the above Assisted living communities Multi-Family houses
Apartments Condominiums Nursing homes
Mobile Homes

Future Growth - Housing



Future Growth - Accessory Dwelling Units

New Hampshire HB577 (updating RSA 674:71 - 73) effective 7/1/25

New Law

• Allows detached ADU by matter of 

right (w/ building permit)

• New maximum size of 950 sq ft

• Cannot limit to family relationships, 

nor one bedroom

• May require 1 additional parking space

• Town can limit on rented/leased land 

and for multi-family properties

• Town can require owner occupancy

Current CH Zoning

• Attached only, with interior 

connecting door 

• Limit of 900 sq ft

• 1 Per site

• Owner Occupied



Future Growth - Accessory Dwelling Units

“Create affordable housing and provide space for elderly/family members, more housing 
without more house lots…opposition to mobile/tiny homes used as short term rentals”

Comments



Town Services - Police

86.8% Satisfaction Level



Town Services - Police



Town Services - Fire Department

85.9% Satisfaction Level



Town Services - Fire Department



Town Services - Ambulance

Ques 19: Do you support increased 

Funding for ambulance services?

(192 responses)


77.6% Yes



Town Services - Highway Department

Satisfaction Level

83.9.% Roads

74.7% Overall



22. Which roads/intersections in town do you feel are dangerous to vehicles/pedestrians? (136 Responses)
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Town Services - Highway Department

“Rte 25B - speeding/visibility/passing zone;  Rte 3/25B - dangerous;  Rte 3/Waukewan - visibility

Kelsea Ave both Plymouth/Bean - visibility;  Plymouth/Main - bad angles”

Comments



Town Services - Highway Department

“Mixed opinions on speed limits, notes for 

better enforcement, pedestrian safety & 


infrastructure - sidewalks, ADA accessible,  
and bump-outs”

Comments



Town Services - Highway Department



Conservation



Conservation

“Strong belief that land preservation protects water quality, air quality,  
open space, and the town’s rural character;  requests for greater transparency 

in how funds are spent;  balance with lowering taxes”

Comments



Communications - Town Website

30. When visiting the town website, what section(s) do you use most? (205 Responses)

0

25

50

75

100

1

27

5335
89

29

46

85
89

99

Town Clerk/Tax Collector Meeting Agenda/Minutes
News Planning Board
Zoning Board of Adjustments Tax maps
Parks and Recreation Events 
Hours/Contact Information Library
Other Do not use

Device Type Used



3 General Themes from Comments 
(Question 33)

#1

#2

#3

Your 
Comments

Preserving Rural & Small-Town Character
• Keep rural charm, avoid overdevelopment and prevent intrusive government growth.
• Concerns about unsustainable growth, consistent zoning enforcement, rising taxes 

and affordability. Means of revenue beyond taxation?  

Infrastructure, Public Amenities & Recreation
• Requests for road improvements (paving), guardrails, expanded sidewalks and 

parking.
• Public bathrooms (year-round), more lake access (including dogs), expanded boat 

launch, kayak racks, and beautification (signage, utilities, downtown charm).
• Expand Parks & Rec programs (kids/seniors), ﻿﻿pickleball court and swim lesson 

improvements. 

Environmental Protection & Conservation
• Strong support for conservation, limiting tree clearing, reducing road salt, dark sky 

policies, and banning harmful spraying.
• Interest in renewable energy (solar) and protecting waterfront/lake assets.



Next Steps

• Drafting of document 

• Ordinance consideration for 2026 Annual Town Meeting 

• Post 2026 Annual Town Meeting document release 

• Planning Board / Town Department ongoing review/action

Questions contact point:   townoffice@centerharbornh.gov 
                                          or Gary @ Tel. 603-253-4561

mailto:townoffice@centerharbornh.gov


Thank

           you!


